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NYQ Books™ announces the release of Earthquake Came to Harlem
by Jackie Sheeler

New York, NY - NYQ Books™ is proud to announce the release of Jackie Sheel-
er’s fourth book of poetry, Earthquake Came to Harlem.  Nuanced yet aggressive, 
Earthquake Came to Harlem is a tour-de-force of NYC poetry.  From Harlem to 
Bensonhurst, from a budget hairdresser to the junkie under the corner scaffold, 
Sheeler (a lifelong New Yorker) allows the people and places she knows so well to 
engage with the larger universe.  In this collection, God is both a prostitute and a 
suicide bomber; Star Trek a lifeline to sanity amidst the chaos of family dysfunc-
tion; police are variously family, foe and rescuers. Using language as musical as 
it is precise, Sheeler’s poems animate an unexpected world—one you might not 
want to step into, but can’t tear your eyes away from once you do.

“These are strong poems from a woman who has seen a lot and isn’t afraid to tell 
us about it.…These are vivid, compelling poems.”  —Ellen Bass

“Jackie Sheeler is an inspired urban word warrior whose most deliciously dan-
gerous weapons consist of lancing narratives, savvy quips, intellectual snipes, heady resolves and sexy 
winks—these poems are butt-kicking, knee-cracking, heart-bending affirmations, emphasis on womanly 
love of turf—embrace them, savor them, lick the burn.”  —Wanda Coleman

“These are fearless poems filled with the extremes of terror and tenderness.”  —Thomas Lux

“Weeks after I first experienced these unflinching and restless stanzas, I still feel drumming in my chest.”  
—Patricia Smith

Jackie Sheeler is a lifelong New Yorker and a lifelong juggler: poet, performance artist, songwriter, wordrock-
er, publisher, blogger, producer and webmaster.  Her work has been widely anthologized and has appeared 
in Painted Bride Quarterly, Phoebe, Slant, and many other journals.  Jackie has taught workshops at The 
Writer’s Voice as well as at drug rehabs and prisons (which led to her holding for a 
time the title “Poet Laureate of Riker’s Island”).  In 1999 she founded both the poetz.
com website and her weekly reading series, The Pony in New York City, both of which 
continue to this day.

NYQ Books™ was established in 2009 as an imprint of The New York Quarterly Founda-
tion, Inc. Its mission is to augment the New York Quarterly poetry magazine by provid-
ing an additional venue for poets who are already published in the magazine. 


